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QUEENS CIVICS' BUDGET COMMENTS TO QUEENS BOROUGH BD.

In testimony presented today (Thursday, February 9, 2006) to the Queens Borough Board,
the Queens Civic Congress [QCC] called for a fair share of the City’s budget for Education,
Youth, Seniors, and Parks, additional building and housing inspectors, and routine staffing of
community police beats and rollback of the property tax hike. The Congress also advocated
adequately funded Offices of the Borough President and outlined opportunities to help maintain
core services and to close the budget gap. The statement, presented at Borough Hall by QCC
Executive Vice President Corey B. Bearak (North Bellerose Civic Association), follows:

Borough President Marshall and Borough Board Members:

Thank you for affording the Queens Civic Congress the opportunity to comment on the
City’s Preliminary Expense and Capital Budget. As an umbrella group of 100 civic
organizations, our membership represents almost every community in the borough.

The Queens Civic Congress finds unacceptable the preliminary budget cuts to core
programs and services such as libraries, seniors, youth, and CUNY. City Hall claims no
responsibility to include these core programs and services the Council added during past budget
negotiations, yet suggests the program face no risk; it remains grossly irresponsible of Mayors
past and present to fail to baseline these programs that provide essential services; we welcome
the comments of Speaker Christine Quinn and Finance Chairman David Weprin raising serious
questions to this deleterious mayoral practice.

Last year we proposed that the Queens Civic Congress Foundation, a non-profit
organization founded the the civic congress but with its distinct board, by-laws and corporate
status, receive $50,000 to conduct zoning studies throughout the borough. There remains need
to review neighborhood zoning at a pace greater than what the City Planning Department can
undertake. The foundation will work directly with civic associations in the borough to present
preservation and re-zoning proposals to city agencies.

We support adequate funding for housing and building code enforcement, parks
maintenance, precinct staffing, and zoning studies. We need libraries open seven days.
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We welcome City Hall's attention to parts of our fiscal platform, particularly to apply
some of the surplus to pay-as-you-go capital and capital debt reduction. The set aside for future
health costs, however, could better be used to further reduce city debt and capital costs thereby
saving more now and later. A smaller portion, if needed, could help address some of our
programmatic concerns. Dedicating $2 billion in this matter allows the mayor to look away from
the measures that address the rising cost prescription drugs which drives much of the cost of
Health Care as with Medicare and Medicaid that afflicts us today. Using the potential purchase
power of the city and its health funds, real strides in health care cost reductions can be obtained.

The available surplus allows time to seriously study our recommendations to maximize
revenues and strategically address the City's structural deficit. This includes at least $2 billion -
conservative numbers today - through real estate and personal income tax reforms.

We remain concerned about an ongoing failure to adequately fund the offices of the
borough presidents to carry out their charter functions. City Charter Chapter 4, particularly
section 82, requires borough presidents to monitor service delivery, review all capital projects in
the borough, advise the mayor on the formulation of the Preliminary and Executive Budgets,
provide technical assistance to community boards, and identify the borough's strategic needs.
Eight years of static budgets and cuts in 2002 and 2003 severely restrict their performance of
these duties envisioned by 1989's City Charter reforms and the voters who overwhelmingly
approved them.

The Congress urges equalization efforts to that extend water rates relief equally to all
ratepayers - single-family homeowners, the coops, and the small businessman. Remove capital
costs from the water rate calculus. The QCC supports legislation sponsored by Assembly
Member Mark Weprin to delay rate-setting until after the budget's adoption.

The Queens Civic Congress stands ready to work with our elected officials as we all seek to
move our City forward. Thank you.
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